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Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the followii^ language * 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally Jiled" and are not annexed to 
this report): 

□ the international application as originally filed/furnished 
IXI the description: 
pages I'-Sl 

pages* 

pages* 



as originally filed^furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 

1-25 



nos. 
nos.* 
nos.* 
nos.* 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

sheets 1/5-5/5 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
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□ the description, pages 

the claims, nos. ^ 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



□ This report has been established as if (some oO the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ 

the description, pages . 

the claims, nos. . 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): . 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): ^ 

// item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Artlde 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcabUity; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


6, 10 


YES 




Claims 


1-5, 7-9, 11-25 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


10 


YES 




Claims 


1-9, 11-25 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-25 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

1 The present report refers to the following 

documents : 

Dl: US-A-2003/0101681 
D2: DE-U-20109840 



2. The application does not meet the requirements of 

PCT Article 6 because claims 1 and 5-16 are not 
clear • 



2.1 Claim 1 refers to ^'^the first board", ""the second 
board" and ^^the third board", which have not 
previously been defined. 

2.2 Claims 5-16, after the wording ""according to one 
of the previous claims", also refer back to claim 
1, although it refers to ""a start position" and a 
'"final position" which are not defined until claim 
4. The claims are therefore deemed to be dependent 
on claim 4. 



2.3 Claims 9 and 10 also 
although said claims 
groove" which is not 



refer back to claims 1 or 4, 
refer to the ""perpendicular 
defined until claim 8. The 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 

claims are therefore deemed to be dependent on 
claim 8. 



2,4 Method claims 22, 23 and 25 can only refer back to 
the corresponding independent method claims 21 
(for claims 22 and 23) and 24. 

3.1 Irrespective of the above-mentioned lack of 

clarity, the present application does not meet the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(1) because the 
subject matter of claim 1 is not novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 

Dl (figures 1, 8) discloses boards (1/ 2) with 
laterally arranged locking elements (7, 8), the 
locking elements being designed such that, by 
displacing a first board (2) against a second 
board (1) along a first common connection joint, 
simultaneously 

- the first board can be connected to the second 
board in positive fit along the first common 
connection joint both perpendicularly to the board 
surface (3) and parallel to the board surface and 
at the same time perpendicularly to the first 
common connection joint, and 

- the first board can be connected to a third 
board in positive fit along a second common 
connection joint at least perpendicularly to the 
board surface. 

Therefore, all the features of claim 1 are known 
from Dl, and claim 1 and consequently also the 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 

method claim according to claim 21 (the method for 
connecting the boards) do not meet the 
requirements of PCX Article 33(2). 



3.2 Dl also discloses the additional features of 
claims 2, 3 and claims 22 and 23 (dependent on 
claim 21) , which therefore do not meet the 
requirements of novelty either (PCX Article 
33(2) ) . 

3.3 Xhe variants of claims 17-20, which are dependent 
on claim 1, do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claims to 
which they refer, meet the PCX novelty and 
inventive step requirements. 

4.1 D2 (figure 2) discloses boards (1, 2) with 

laterally mounted locking elements (5, 6, 7, 9), 
by means of which two of the boards can be 
connected to each other laterally in positive fit 
without glue, the locking elements being designed 
such that : 

- there is a start position into which the boards 
are to be brought by lowering in the vertical 
direction, forming a common joint (4) between the 
boards which gives rise to play, and 

- a final position in which the boards are locked 
together in positive fit in the vertical direction 
and in which no play arises on the common joint 
and the panels can be connected without glue. 

Consequently, the novelty of the at least one 
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citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 

variant of claim 4 and thus also the method claim 
according to claim 24 (the method for connecting 
the boards) are anticipated (PCX Article 33(2)) 
and therefore these claims are not admissible (PCX 
Article 33) . 



4.2 D2 discloses, further, the additional features of 
claims 5, 7-9, 11-16 and 25, and the additional 
features of the variant of claims 17-20 which are 
dependent on claim 4, which therefore do not meet 
the requirements of novelty either (PCX Article 
33(2) ) . 

4.3 Dependent claim 6 does not contain any features 
which, in combination with the features of any 
claim to which it refers, meet the PCX inventive 
step requirements . 

4.4 Xhe combination of features contain in dependent 
claim 10 (see §2.3) is neither known from nor 
suggested by the available prior art. 

5.1 Xhe present application does not meet the 

requirements of PCX Article 33(1) because the 
subject matter of the independent variant of claim 
17 is not novel (PCX Article 33(2)). 
D2 discloses boards (1, 2) which can be connected 
to one another in a glue-free manner, with a paste 
or adhesive sealing material or adhesive between 
two boards that are connected (see claim 8) . 



5.2 Dl discloses, further, the additional features of 
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claims 18-20 (dependent on claim 17), which 
therefore likewise do not meet the requirements of 
novelty (PCT Article 33(2)). 



5.3 In addition, attention is drawn to the fact that 
claims 17-20 (in the independent form) are 
considered to lack unity of invention with 
independent claims 1 and 4, because the different 
groups (group 1 = claims 1+4; group 2 = claim 17 
in independent form) do not contain the same or 
corresponding special technical features which 
determine the contribution made by the claim over 
the prior art. However, because claims 17-20, 
according to points 4.1 and 4.2, cannot be deemed 
novel, there is no contribution made over the 
prior art, and therefore the question of unity of 
invention does not arise. 



6. The subject matter of claims 1-25 is industrially 
applicable and therefore the claims meet the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(4). 
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